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COVID-19: Government allows deferred wage tax filing

Employers affected by COVID-19 may defer their monthly or quarterly wage tax filings for up
to two months.

The German Ministry of Finance (MOF) issued a decree on 23 April 2020 to provide
additional relief measures for employers that are affected by the coronavirus (COVID-19).
The decree allows an extension of the monthly or quarterly filing deadline for wage tax
returns for up to two months. To obtain an extension, the employer must submit a request
to the relevant tax office. The decree states that an extension should be granted if either the
employer or the service provider responsible for preparing its wage tax returns is

prevented from filing on time as a result of COVID-19, through no fault of its own, and the
employer provides documentation to support this along with its request for an extension.
The extension granted may not exceed a two-month period.
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